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What data about ethnicity does the UKDS hold?
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Ethnicity in survey data: Some things to consider

• Some surveys have small sample sizes (but a few have ethnic minority boost samples)

• Some surveys have small number of ethnic categories

• Some surveys are limited to white/non-white

• Some surveys provide “Country of birth” or “Nationality”

• Ethnicity is not available in some surveys



Ethnicity in census data

• Comprehensive coverage of ethnic groups in the census

o The aggregate census: details at neighbourhood level

o The microdata: multivariate analysis by ethnic group

• In the 2021/22 Census

o Questions about ethnic group were asked in all 

countries in the UK

• Caution with census data (people reluctant to answer)

• UKDS Learning Hub contains explainers on the categories 

associated with some variables including ethnicity



Measuring ethnicity in the England & Wales Census
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Ethnic diversity 
in England and 
Wales, 1991-
2021
Source: Catney et al, 2023



Ethnically 
diverse London 
boroughs, 
2021
Source: Catney et al, 2023



Ethnic 
diversity 
outside 
London, 2021
Source: Catney et al, 2023



Ethnic diversity 
index compared 
with percentage 
White British, 
2021
Source: Catney et al, 2023



Source: Catney et al, 2023

Change in ethnic 
residential 
segregation in 
England and 
Wales, 1991-2021



Minority ethnic 
group with the 
highest Ethnic 
Group Deprivation 
Index (EGDI) 
score
Source: Lloyd et al, 2024



Top 50 rates by 
deprivation domain 
by ethnic group, 
labelled with 
Local Authority
Source: Lloyd et al, 2024



Between group 
difference in 
deprivation
Source: Lloyd et al, 2024
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