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Methodological Research Needs Consultation 2009
The ESRC National Centre for Research Methods is undertaking a consultation exercise to identify key areas of research need in relation to research methodology.  This follows on from a previous consultation exercise that was conducted in 2006 (see http://www.ncrm.ac.uk/research/outputs/publications/documents/Report%20on%20Research%20Needs%20Draft%20to%20ESRC.pdf)

Methodological research needs in this context are to be interpreted in relation to ESRC’s strategic objectives “to provide the … methods needed to meet future social science challenges” and “to ensure the availability of sufficient first class capacity, including … methodology, for the UK to undertake top class social science”.

Research needs may relate to different stages of methodological development: from the creation of new methods, through the development and refinement of existing methods or their transfer across subject areas or disciplines, to the investigation of specific practical applications of methods as exemplars in a training and capacity building context.

Please respond to the following questions about research needs.  Please address some or all of the topics, as appropriate to your own areas of expertise.   For any needs you identify, please provide as much detail as possible about why this need is important in relation to the strengthening of UK social science research capacity.
1. Substantive research areas
a)
What key needs for methodological research are generated by the fields of substantive social and economic research with which you are most familiar?  These may be needs that emerge from new research questions or from challenges faced within substantive social-economic research.

b)
Why are these developments important?  

2. Data sources

a)
What specific needs or opportunities for methodological research arise from new kinds of data or other research resources which are becoming available to researchers or which might become available following methodological development?

b)
Why are these developments important?  

3. Methods
a)  There may also be needs for research that arise from the field of research methods itself.  What needs for research are there in relation to methods?  Needs might be identified from emerging developments and innovations in methods or the need to improve and better understand existing methods.
b)
Why are these areas important?  What contribution would research in these areas make to social science research capability?

